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1.1 Students will analyze evidence, including artifacts and other primary sources 

to make evidence-based inferences about life among several American 
Indian nations prior to European exploration of the Americas.  

1.2 Students will compare and evaluate historians’ interpretations of the 
motivations and conditions that led to European exploration. 

1.3 Students will draw from multiple perspectives and cite evidence to explain 
the effects of European exploration, specifically on Africa, the Caribbean, 
and North and South America.  

1.4 Students will identify how the period of exploration has affected the current 
human geography of the Americas, and in particular the role their own 
cultural background has played.  
 

2.1 Students will identify the economic, social, and geographic factors that 
influenced the colonization efforts of the Dutch, English, French, and Spanish. 
2.2 Students will compare and contrast the economic, political, and social 
patterns evident in the development of the 13 English colonies.  
2.3 Students will use primary sources as evidence to contrast the daily life and 
contexts of individuals of various classes and conditions in and near the English 
colonies, such as gentry, planters, women, indentured servants, African slaves, 
landowners, and American Indians.  
2.4 Students will explain historic and modern regional differences that had their 
origins in the colonial period, such as the institution of slavery; patterns of life in 
urban and rural areas; differences between the French continental interior, 
Spanish southwest, and English northeast; and the location of manufacturing 
centers. 

• Cultures of American 
Indians 

• Columbian Exchange 
• Middle Passage 
• Triangular Trade 
• Conquistador 
• Pilgrim 
• Puritan  
• Quaker 
• Gentry 
• Indenture 
• Chattel slavery 
 

• What were the motives that led to 
European exploration? 

• What were the effects of European 
exploration, especially on the 
indigenous population 
encountered? 

• How has physical geography 
affected cultures historically? How 
does it affect cultures today? 

• What is a colony? 
• What role did the concepts of self-

government and religious freedom 
play in the colonial era? 

• How were English colonization 
patterns on the Atlantic coast 
different from the French colonies 
in the interior and Spanish 
colonization in what is now the 
southwestern United States? 

• How are these colonization 
patterns evident today? 

Notes 
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3.1 Students will use primary sources to identify the significant events, ideas, 
people, and methods used to justify or resist the Revolutionary movement.  
3.2 Students will compare and evaluate historians’ interpretations of the 
significant historical events and factors affecting the course of the war and 
contributing to American victory. 
3.3 Students will use primary sources to compare the contributions of key people 
and groups to the Revolution, such as Paul Revere, Thomas Paine, Abigail 
Adams, the Sons and Daughters of Liberty, and Thomas Jefferson. 
3.4 Students will explain how the ideas and events of the American Revolution 
continue to shape American identity. 
 
4.1 Students will explain how the ideas, events, and compromises which led to 
the development and ratification of the Constitution are reflected in the document 
itself.  
4.2 Students will describe the structure and function of the government that the 
Constitution creates.  
4.3 Students will use historic case studies and current events to trace how and 
explain why the rights, liberties, and responsibilities of citizens have changed 
over time.  
4.4 Students will use evidence to explain how the Constitution is a 
transformative document that contributed to American exceptionalism.  
  

• Stamp Act, Townsend Act, 
Quartering Act 

• Boston Massacre 
• Boston Tea Party 
• Committee of 

Correspondence 
• Social Contract 
• Natural Rights 
• Lexington & Concord 
• Declaration of 

Independence 
• Articles of Confederation 
• Constitution 
• Bill of Rights 
• 3/5 Compromise 
• Great Compromise 
• Separation of Powers 
• Checks and Balances 
• Federalism 
• Preamble 
• Judicial Review 
• Responsibilities of 

Citizenship 
 

• What role did propaganda play in 
promoting the patriot cause? 

• How do some events, like the 
winter at Valley Forge and 
Washington crossing the 
Delaware, become major parts of 
the narrative of history, when other 
events, like Morristown and 
Washington crossing the East 
River, do not? 

• What led some colonists to become 
patriots, others to become loyalists, 
and some to remain neutral? 

• What problems led to the calling of 
a Constitutional Convention? 

• What is the evidence that 
Enlightenment philosophies, the 
Articles of Confederation, Shays’ 
Rebellion, the Great Compromise, 
and the ratification debate all 
influenced the creation of the 
Constitution? 

• What vision of civic virtue is 
evident in the Constitution? 

• How does a compound 
constitutional republic balance 
state and federal powers? 

• What is the role of compromise in 
political processes?  

Notes 
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5.1 Students will use evidence to document the development and evolution of the 
American political party system and explain the historic and current roles of 
political parties.  
5.2 Students will identify the conditions that gave rise to, and evaluate the impact 
of, social and political reform movements such as Jacksonian Democracy, the 
women’s rights movement, the Abolitionist movement, and anti-immigration 
reform.  
5.3 Students will use case studies to document the expansion of democratic 
principles and rights over time.  
 
6.1 Students will compare and contrast historians’ interpretations of the ideas, 
resources, and events that motivated the territorial expansion of the United 
States.  
6.2 Students will use primary sources representing multiple perspectives to 
interpret conflicts that arose during American expansion, especially as American 
Indians were forced from their traditional lands and as tensions grew over free 
and slave holding territory. 
6.3 Students will identify the economic and geographic impact of the early 
Industrial Revolution’s new inventions and transportation methods, such as the 
Erie Canal, the transcontinental railroad, steam engines, the telegraph, the cotton 
gin, and interchangeable parts.  
6.4 Students will make a case for the most significant cultural, political, and 
economic impacts of territorial and/or industrial expansion.  
 
  

• Manifest Destiny 
• Louisiana Purchase 
• War of 1812 
• Whigs, Jacksonian 

Democrats, Republicans 
• Political parties and 

electoral processes 
• Expansion of democracy 
• Indian Removal Act 
• Asian and Irish 

Immigration 
• Mexican-American War 
• Mexican Cession 
• Texas-Gadsden Purchase 

 

• What are the primary functions of 
political parties? 

• Is the two-party political system 
good for American democracy?  

• What are the most effective ways 
to promote reform? 

• How have Supreme Court 
decisions shaped the government? 

• What motivated settlers to move 
west? 

• How do 19th century events such as 
the Louisiana Purchase and the 
Mexican-American War continue 
to affect the United States today? 

• How did the continent’s physical 
geography affect the expansion of 
the United States? 

• What were the costs and benefits 
of the Industrial Revolution? 
 

Notes 
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7.1 Students will explain how slavery and other geographic, social, economic, 
and political differences between the North, South, and West led to the Civil 
War. 
7.2 Students will use evidence to interpret the factors that were most significant 
in shaping the course of the war and the Union victory, such as the leadership of 
Lincoln, Grant, and Lee; the role of industry; demographics; and military 
strategies.  
7.3 Students will compare historians’ interpretations of the competing goals of 
Reconstruction and why many of those goals were left unrealized.  
7.4 Students will use current events to evaluate the implications of the Civil War 
and Reconstruction for contemporary American life.  

• Sectionalism 
• States’ Rights 
• Abolitionist movement 
• Sojourner Truth, William 

Lloyd Garrison, Frederick 
Douglass, Grimke Sisters 

• Compromise of 1850 
• Kansas-Nebraska Act 
• Popular sovereignty 
• Dred Scott decision 
• Fugitive Slave Law 
• Election of 1860 
• Fort Sumter 
• Lincoln’s Second 

Inaugural Address 
• Emancipation 

Proclamation 
• Lincoln’s Assassination 
• Civil War Amendments 
• Jim Crow Laws 

Why were efforts at compromise 
unsuccessful immediately prior to the 
Civil War? 
What caused a growing number of 
people in the North to be opposed to 
slavery? 
Was it necessary and worthwhile to 
wage a war to preserve the Union? 
What forces made Reconstruction so 
difficult? 
Why does the Civil War remain such a 
defining event for American identity? 
What is the proper way to memorialize 
controversial events and people? 

Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


