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Research and Rationale 
• “Because many newcomer students suffer from post-traumatic stress 

caused by war, political violence, and the difficulties of moving to the 

U.S.” … placement for a short time in a protected environment helps to 

ease the transition into a new educational setting.  

       

• Program should include the following: 

o Basic literacy and numeracy skills 

o Trained educators 

o Assistance from personnel who speak student’s language 

o Testing of skills 

o Support services for students and their families 

o Access to community resources 

 

 (Chang, 1990; Custodio, 2011) 
 

 
 



Logic Model 

 



Needs 
• Refugee students are challenged emotionally, physically, 

and academically in Granite School District. 

• Parents of refuge students have a difficult time 

navigating the mainstream educational system. 



Goals 
• Newcomer students successfully transition into their 

home schools. 

• Refugee youth in Granite School District ages 10-25 

years old graduates from high school and goes on to 

post-secondary education. 

 



Who attends the Tumaini Center? 
 

 

K-12 newcomers who are 

enrolling in a US school for 

the first time and will be 

attending Granite School 

District 



Who are refugees? 

• Forced to flee home 

countries because of 

persecution, war, or 

violence. 

• Fears of persecution of 

race, religion, nationality, 

political opinion or 

membership in a particular 

social group. 

 

 



Who are refugees? 

• Many have lived in refugee 

camps in Nepal, Kenya, 

Thailand and elsewhere. 

• Many refugee children 

were born in refugee 

camps and in third 

countries where they are 

not citizens. 

 

 

 



The Tumaini 

Center Classes 
August 26, 2013, to October 4, 2013 



 



Elementary 

31 Students 

12 Home Schools 
• Cottonwood 
• David Gourley 
• Granger 
• Lincoln 
• Mill Creek 
• Moss 
• William Penn 
• Plymouth 
• Roosevelt 
• Twin Peaks 
• Valley Crest 
• Woodrow Wilson 

 

 
 

 



Secondary 

22 Students 

9 Home Schools 
• Cottonwood High 

• Granger High 

• Hunter High 

• Olympus High 

• Taylorsville High 

• Bonneville Junior 

• Evergreen Junior 

• Granite Park Junior 

• Valley Junior 

 

 

 

 



Overview 

Identification Services Program 

• Referral by 

relocation 

agency or 

school 

• Pre-enrollment 

with home visit 

 

• Transportation 

• Lunch 

• Language 

support 

• ESL Placement 

Testing 

• Transition day 

with ongoing 

monitoring and 

support 

• Provide teachers 

and schools with 

student  

 

• Two Weeks 

• Social and 

academic skills 

• Health 

awareness 

• School 

acculturation 

• College career 

and life 

readiness 

 

 



Elementary Curriculum 

 School places & 

procedures  

 School personnel 

 Hallway procedures 

 Lunch procedures 

 Asking for help   

 Emergency Procedures 

 Health and Hygiene 

 Computer Use 

 Greetings 

 Commands 



Secondary Curriculum 

 School places  

 School personnel 

 Opening a locker 

 Student & Lunch Numbers  

 Using a Class schedule  

 A-Day and B-Day   

 Emergency Procedures 

 Attendance Procedures 

 Computer Use 

 GPA and Grades 

 Graduation Credits 



Collaboration with other 

Departments and Agencies 

• Granite Park Junior High 

• Home Schools 

• Transportation 

• Food Services 

• Teaching and Learning  

• Information Systems 

• United Way 

• Refugee Relocation Agencies 
o International Rescue Center, Catholic Community Services, Asian Association of 

Utah 



Transportation 

• Service Area 
o Students must live within the established Tumaini Center bus route 

• Schools on Bus Route 
o David Gourley 

o Moss 

o Roosevelt 

o William Penn 

o Hunter High 

o Granger High 

• Schools on Walking Route 
o Woodrow Wilson 

o Granite Park Junior 



Transition to 

Home School 



Agenda 
• Red files (ESL) delivered to the schools the day before.  

• School will have a transition person assigned to assist them. 

• Students and parents are notified as to where to meet the 
transition person (home or at bus stop). 
o Walk or meet student and parent at bus stop or walk with 

student/parent to school  

o Ride on bus or meet bus at the home school 

• Introduce student to office secretary/registrar/counselor and 
review assigned classes/teacher.  

• School will arrange for a school buddy. 

• Walk with student to first class, introduce student to teacher, 
depending upon student need, stay with student for several 
classes. 

• Walk with student to lunch if needed at secondary school. 

 

 



Review Student Session Report 

• Packet of Session Reports 
o Elementary Student 

o Secondary Student 

• What are your reactions to the student 

information? 



Feedback from 

School Staff 



Roosevelt Elementary  
Carrie Pender shared these comments . . . 

 

“I was at Roosevelt on Friday and spoke with the secretary, the 
principal, and the ALP Lead and they could not say enough good things 
about the TWTC and what a difference it made to have their students 
go through that program prior to coming to Roosevelt.   

  

They also shared that Daouda, who we thought may have some 
behavior issues is doing well in Kindergarten and they have not had 
any problems with his behavior.  

 

The students who went through the Tumaini Center were very happy to 
have Paw Lah Eh there; they lit up and were so excited to see him at 
Roosevelt.” 



 
 
Evergreen Junior High School 

From a teacher . . . 
 

“We don't have any new kids right now, but I 

can see the difference it made with Naod 

Tsegay, and I think it's definitely a place we'd 

want others to attend.” 



 
 
Granger High School 

From a counselor . . . 

 

“I spoke with you about a student of mine named Ainy 

Jabril. She returned today to be enrolled in school and what 

a difference from the first time I met her. She was speaking 

in English to me and she seemed more outgoing. She also 

made some friends while attending your program so I see 

the impact of the Transition Center.” 



Final Thoughts . . . 
 


