KEARNS NETWORK

RECONFIGURATION MEETING

Kearns Reconfiguration
Timeline
Councils informally discussing reconfiguration and process

2018-2020

Kearns Network Reconfiguration information meeting (public invited)

September 18, 2019

Reconfiguration vision statements sent out by the Communications office

January 30, 2020

Survey conducted by Lighthouse Research Company

February, 2020

Survey Results Meeting

April 13, 2020

School Community Council voting (well publicized with notice given)

April - June 2020

Kearns Junior High School
● Kearns Junior High Community Council voted unanimously in favor of reconfiguration.
● On a survey of staff 27 of our 32 staff responded and all respondents were in favor of reconfiguration
PROS:
Increased access for 6th grade students to curriculum and programs. (such as Band, Orchestra, Choir, Spanish, etc.)
Increased FTE to improve KJH elective offerings
Developmentally, 6th grade students are more aligned with 7th and 8th grade students

CONS/CONCERNS:
ELP students will have 1 period of Spanish and 1 additional class in Spanish instead of half of the day in Spanish
6th grade students in a middle school environment

The SCC vote in May was 7 against reconfiguration, 1 absent
In prior discussions on this topic, the community council was supportive of the Granite Board of Education deciding the
junior high configuration which they deem is best throughout the district including the Kearns network. The council feels
the Board has the knowledge, experience, and perspective needed to make the best decision for the district.
●
●
●

●
●

The council felt the survey data was not conclusive enough to warrant reconfiguration.
The council has not heard a compelling academic rationale shared to support reconfiguration.
The council was concerned regarding the lack of support for reconfiguration from some of the feeder elementary
schools. The council was concerned pushing this agenda item on our community will cause more parents and
students to go to other schools.
The council believes the current school configuration creates a very supportive educational environment for 7th and
8th grade students.
Current enrollment at Jefferson is approximately 710 students, enrollment of 6th grade would increase enrollment to
approximately 1050 students.

The council has stated, if the Granite Board decides to move 6th grade students to the junior high the school will happily
welcome these students, work to meet their needs, and do everything possible to help them feel safe and comfortable at
Jefferson.

Bacchus Elementary
The Bacchus Community Council has held formal and informal meetings the last 2 years to discuss reconfiguration. After attending network and
school information meetings, the council met in May 2020 to discuss reconfiguration and vote.
Pros:
●
●
●
●

Elementary Core curriculum designed for K-5, 6-8; 6th graders will be better served academically in junior high setting.
Expanded student support services at junior high (more administrators, 2-3 counselors, social worker, psychologist, etc.).
More elective and extracurricular activities available at junior high.
Keep Kearns Network united in service pattern (Kearns Jr. requesting reconfiguration).

Concerns:
●
●
●

Community survey results show a -3% net support.
Maturity: are students ready for junior high?
Unknown of what Jefferson implementation will look like.

The council voted in favor of 6th grade reconfiguration: 5 in favor, 2 opposed. If reconfiguration is approved, council members look forward to
being included in meetings with Jefferson on how students will be transitioned. Council members want Bacchus to collaborate with Jefferson to
prepare students to move to junior high earlier.

Beehive Elementary
The Beehive Elementary Community Council has held formal and informal meetings throughout the past school year.
We have discussed survey results, held a digital meeting with Ben Horsley, and talked to other junior high
administrators that have gone through reconﬁguration. All of these meetings have led to continual discussions about
6th grade reconﬁguration.
Our council met in July and voted in favor of moving forward with 6th grade reconﬁguration. 3 in favor and 2 opposed.
Council members would like to be involved in meetings with Jefferson on how and what this transition will look like.
Community stakeholder survey results show 35% opposed, 45% in favor for 6th grade reconﬁguration, with a net of
+10%.

JIM BRIDGER ELEMENTARY

Diamond Ridge Elementary

Diamond Ridge Elementary School Community Council held both formal and informal meetings over the last
couple of years to discuss grade reconfiguration. Secondary administrators and district personnel were in
attendance at different meetings to help with understanding of what reconfiguration would look like in the
secondary schools, and the impact it may have. Discussions were held with council members who had 6th
grade students and the general consensus was that their students were not ready for Jr. High as a 6th graders.
After Considering results from the community survey, Diamond Ridge Community Council members voted via
individual email in April 2020 regarding reconfiguration for the 2021 school year. The majority was opposed to
moving forward with reconfiguration and felt that this opinion was accurately representing the Diamond Ridge
community as indicated by the community survey.
The survey results from Diamond Ridge Elementary patrons indicated that 54% of respondents were opposed,
29% were in favor, equaling a -15% net result regarding reconfiguration.

Fox Hills Elementary

Fox Hills Elementary Community Council voted unanimously (8-0) to move forward with the sixth grade reconfiguration. We are excited about making this
change and have discussed it for over two years before making our final recommendation.
Fox Hills sixth grade students will benefit from being in a junior high because it would give our students more academic opportunities, extra-curricular
activities, and services. Currently the sixth-grade core curriculum is written to be used in a secondary school setting as well.
This change will have an impact on our sixth grade ALC students, who attend many different junior high schools. Also, due to a recent boundary change, Fox
Hills will now be a part of both Kearns and Taylorsville networks.
The survey results from the stakeholders indicated: 49% in favor and 27% opposed to sixth grade reconfiguration, with a net support of + 22%.

David Gourley Elementary

Gourley Elementary Community Council has held both formal and informal meetings over the last 3 years to discuss
reconfiguration. Community Council met on 4/7/2020, digitally, to vote on the reconfiguration of both Kearns and
Kennedy Jr. High schools. 6 out of 8 members were present, the vote was 6-0, all of which were in favor of the 6th
grade reconfiguration. Our Council has representation from both Kearns and Kennedy networks
Community stakeholder survey results 37% opposed, 15% neutral, 48% for 6th grade reconfiguration, with a net + of
11% in favor of 6th grade reconfiguration.

Silver Hills SCC voted unanimously (6-0) in favor of 6-8 grade reconfiguration and would like it to
take effect the 2021-2022 school year.
Silver Hills Community Council has held formal and informal meetings over the past 3 years to
discuss reconfiguration. The council members are all in favor. Council members also attended the
information meetings on the reconfiguration with the superintendent and then via digital
meeting with Ben Horsley. The community survey showed 17% were against, 20% were neutral
and 63% were in favor.

West Kearns Elementary

●

COMMUNITY COUNCIL OPPOSED RECONFIGURATION

●

PROS:
-More electives and student choice in their own education
-Curriculum set up as 6th-8th
-Confident in Scott Bell as administrator leading this change

●

CONS:
-Moving from 1 to multiple teachers is a big jump for 6th graders
-Students will receive less time per day in Dual Immersion
-Unknowns for 6th grade teachers currently in Elementary Schools

WESTERN HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS: 50% in Favor, 37% Opposed -- 13% Net Positive

Community Council Voted Unanimously (7-0) for 6th Grade to move up to the Jr. High
--Wanted to follow results of the Community Survey
--Valued the additional classes/opportunities their students would have at the Jr. High
--Noted that Common Core Curriculum was built for K-5, 6-8
(Desired for students to receive intended experience and education)
--Felt benefits outweighed any possible risks

QUESTIONS?

